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UNCLAS CARACAS 10312 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL 

SUBJ: NATIONAL CULTURAL COUNCIL (CONAC) 

FOR: STATE FOR CU/ARA; USIA FOR ILA/RODGERS 

1. LUIS GARCIA MORALES IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE RECENTLY CREATED 
NATIONAL CULTURAL COUNCIL (CONAC). THE APPOINTMENT WAS MADE 
BY PRESIDENT PEREZ. THE COUNCIL HELD ITS FIRST MEETING ON 
SEPTEMBER 30 TO DISCUSS CULTURAL POLICY AND THE FIRST PHASE 

OF CONAC ORGANIZATION. IT IS EXPECTED THAT ANNUAL BUDGET WILL 
BE ABOUT 75 MILLION DOLLARS. MORALES MOST RECENTLY SERVED 
AS PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED MONTE AVILA PUBLISHING 
HOUSE. HE IS A POET AND ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE SARDIO 
GROUP. A LOOSELY KNIT LEFTIST WRITERS' COLLECTIVE ACTIVE 
DURING THE SIXTIES. 

PRESIDENT PEREZ' FIRST CHOICE FOR THE CONAC PRESIDENCY, JUAN 
LISCANO, TURNED DOWN THE NOMINATION FOR PERSONAL REASONS. 

2. THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CONAC IS EDUARDO MORREO, WHO SERVED 
AS THE LAST PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CULTURE 

AND FINE ARTS (INCIBA), THE ORGANIZATION SUPERSEDED BY CONAC. 
MORREO WAS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF FUNDATEATRO, A GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTION WHICH CONTROLS CARACAS’ MAJOR THEATERS. EARLIER 
HE SERVED AS CULTURAL ATTACHE OF THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN 
BEIGRADE. THE TWO VICE PRESIDENTS (VOCALES) OF CONAC 
ARE ANTONIO PASQUALI AND JOSE ANTONIO ABREU. PASQUALI SERVED 
AS DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE OF COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH AND 
IS CONSIDERED AN ADVOCATE OF THE PRIVATE CONTROL OF NATIONAL 
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MEDIA. ABREU IS A TRAINED ECONOMIST TURNED PROFESSOR OF 
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ORCHESTRAL DIRECTION. HE HAS SERVED RECENTLY AS A CULTURAL 
ADVISOR OF CORDIPLAN. ABREU WAS AN IV GRANTEE IN 1969. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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